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CnArTSK A.

Tjm1 Iii lnk aIm full nf n&thoa.

Certainly ha teemed to (eol what bo

lano in a perfect manner. Aa the lost
Botee died away be turned round on

. tbe stool and notioad that be waanot
.

' alone.
"How long alnoe you returned, Aral- -'

daT I did not bear you entor tbo room."
"No, yon were too much engroisod In

"
your song to notice any thing clue. Iiut
how la it, Percy, that you alwaya aing
auob aad aongs? One would Imagine
that there waa aomo terrible grlof gnaw-in- g

at your heart, when you aing tboae
aongt you do it with wbat aeema to be
ao much real feeling. "

"If I do I can not give a more than
ordinary reason (or It. I passionately
love music, and my whole soul responds
when 1 commenoe to sing," replied
Percy. Continuing, be asked:

"Havo you boon to tbo hospital again

"Yea, I was there (or over an hour. I
saw that unfortunate young man's moth-
er, a Froncb lady,whom I should imaglno
was atono tiiuo in circumstances far
superior to her presont condition. Even
her son socms to possess a bearing
which is hardly compatiblo with their
surroundings."

"Did you learn any moro of tbolr hi-
story' asked I'orcy.

''Nothing; but I promised to call some
time at the store and bavo a long talk
with Mrs. Brcgy."

Percy was silent a few moments; lut
he resumed:

"Armlda, I bavo been thinking tlmt 1

would I'.ko to buvo a talk to that lady
and her son sonio time. In fact, I havo
id ado up my mind to do It Their
strange connection with Mr. Etnerick
puzzles mo and my curiosity Impels mo

to lnarn more."
"What Is your motive, Percy?''
"You will pardon my abruptness,

Armlda, but for tbo present It must re-

main a socrot; in duo time, you shall
know all."

"No doubt you bavo excellent rea-

sons," answered tho unsophisticated
girl.

Changing tbo sulij ct. Percy asked if
sbo could tell whether Mr. Wilcox was
in the house, or not. Ann Ida replied:

"I saw him a moment ago In tbo
library."

"Then if you will plcnso excuse me. I

will go to him. as I wish to Hpe; k with
blm on his busin gs." With theso words
Percy left tho room.

Ho bad not gone moro than a moment
when Mrs. D.ilurj entered tho room
where Armlda sal alone.

"Well, my dear, and bow did you find
tho patlonl

"llo was very much improved, mam-
ma, and will louvo tho bospitul in a few
days."

"Armlda. we must try to do something
for that young man; It Is not right that
ho should sulTor so much and not be
recompensed.

"Hut they will not tako money; nhnl
then can we do'.'" said the girl.

"Wo must put our beads mother and
devise somo means. l!y tho ly, ii.y
dear, was that Percy who went acres
to tho librury a moment ago?"

"Yes, ho has cone to talk business
with Mr. Wllox."

"Thon I must go too, for I also have
aomo business matters to attend to tbis
morning, und I need Percy's assist-

ance" With theso words tbo widow
rose to go.

"Aa uuu il." said Armlda. with a prefr
typout "I am ul ways left out in the
cold. Why can not I know soinothlng
of wbat transpires in theso conclaves
you are always having?'

"I t Is hardly necessary that you should
be troubled with any business matters,"
said Mrs. Delaro as she left tho room.

Shortly afterward Armlda ordered the
carriago and went down-tow- n to do some
shopping. For tho post tew mentis
they had boon living In a handsomely
furnished bouse near Grnmcrcy Park.
Armida and her mother passed tbolr
time very much in ouch other's company,
and tho days went by pleasantly enough,
excopt for tbo fact that thoughts of great
ana listing trouuio continually recurrou
to Mrs. Dolaro's mind, oltnn making bor
sad even in her daughter's company.
Mr. Wilcox and Porcy found plenty to
occupy thoir time attending to various
business manors wbon they wcro not
busy trying get a fresh clow to Mario
Delaro'a murderer.

This morning thoro was to be a con-

sultation of tbo three Interested persons
regarding the recent dovrlopmonts In

connection with the Hro?y'a
"If Mr. Emcrick is Alpbonse Drcgy

and this woman'a husband, then be cer-
tainly can not be Velasquez," argued
Mr. Wilcox.

"Yet," aald Percy, "there may be
other Information to coma which will
change our opinion. For my part I am

now too thoroughly interested in know-

ing who tbis Mr.- - Emortok re lly Is to
lot tho matter drop. Ills actions from
Brat to lust during the brief timo that
wo aaw blm wore of a character which
gavo mo dark suspicions, and if tboro Is

a way to And out wbo ho really Is I am
going to do it. I am afraid I do not

daro to ovon hope be Is tbe man wo went,
but I have bocome ao lmbuod with the
detective apirit that I am anxious to
satisfy my own curiosity."

"I would suggest," aald Mrs. Del.-.ro- ,

wisely, "that we aond (or Eugono Uregy
and bis mothor and ask.them to tell us
all tboy know. Mrs. liregy wilt doubt-

less give us their history and .Eugene
may have found out something, the
knowledge of which will be worth pos-

sessing."
"That is undoubtedly the proper

course to pursue," remarkod Mr. Wil-

cox.
"Then it can not be done too soon,"

urged Percy. "1 can not even go to
sloep at night without that man En-trick- 's

imago before ve. and something
tells me be is biding from ns or from
some one."

It was several days before Eugene was
able to come up to the Delaros' bouse.
Tbe nolgbbors stared bard enough when
they aaw blm and bis mother seat
Mires In tho stylish Victoria which was
irswn un la front of the store door to
convey them to the temporary homo of

our California friends, and some queer
remnr.es were passed about tbo airs
which the French woman gars herself.

T'wn reseblng-tb- house, they were

at once ushered into the library and the
eofult-itlo- Immediately commenced.

l.ri, i'lfirv lbol vrt luile to tcllcon- -

oornlng her history prior to tbe time
her husband deserted her. Bho related
tho lnoldont of meeting blm at a ball to
which she had been Invited by some
friends from bar own country, and told
tho story of their brlof courtship snd fin-

ally of bor marriage to Alpbonse Uregy.
Iiut sbe either could not or would not toll
whether husband's business was. Bbe
said that (or tho first six mouths of their
married life ho was a loving husband
and treated her kindly, but afterwards
ho began to go away (or a week or two
at a time and grew cold towards her.
Finally, about a month after Eugene
was born, be went awsy and never
again returned. After that time she
never heard of her husband but once
and that was from a French plasterer,
who bod been out to Don ver. This man
assertod positively that he saw Alpbonso
Uregy in that city, but that he eould
not got to speak to him. "That," con-

cluded Mrs. Uregy, "was all I ever
beard of blm, and 1 had given up all
hope of ever seeing him sgaln until I

met blm a few months ago at the dock
in llrooklyn."

"Was tbore any thing peculiar in his
general bearing?" asked Percy.

"Yes, bo stooped a little, but ahowed
it more especially when he grew tired
of woarlng bis shoulder-brace- s and
woulu Aem for a day or two,"
answered Mrs. Itregy.

Tbon Mr. Wilcox asked what steps
they bad taken to discover who Mr.
Emorlck really was since be wont away

i

on tho "Trinidad."
"All that has bees done I did my

self," said Eugono. "I went down to
tbo office of Emorlck Jt Co. on IVarl
street and tbo clork told me that Mr.

Emorlck was in lluonos Ayros." Eu
gene thon recounted what he had beard
while tbo door was closing.

After this very llttlo information of
importance was gainod from tho mothor
and son, but before they loft, after
being entertuinod during tho evening
by Mrs. Delaro and Armlda, Mr. Wilcox
said to Mrs. Uregy: "Inasmuch as tbe
carelessness of our coachman was tbo
cause of your son's accident, and as you
persistently rofuso any recompense,
you must allow me to do ono thing."

"What is that, Mr. Wilcox?" aald
Mrs. iirogy in a pleasant manner.

"You must permit us to make some
Inquiries regarding this Mr. Emerivk
and give us permission to And out all
we can about him," bo.ropllod.

In a grateful tone the woman replied:
"Any information you mny be ablo to
give to me, no mattor how scanty In de-

tail, will bo gladly received and
acknowledged."

As the mother and son were being
driven borne, Mr. Wilcox and I'orcy sat
in the library still talking about Em
erlck.

"Tbore is a mysterv attached to all of
It," said Percy to Mr. Wilcox. "If you
could have only seen tbo follow Emor-

lck, it might havo cleared up doubts,
but as the mattor now stands we can do
nothing but speculate "

"Very but If for no other roason
than to obligo this poor woman wo must
now follow blm up. Do you suppose tboro
is any possibility of Emerlck returning
to Now York in tbo near future?"

"That is something that mystlflos
mo," said Percy. "Why should a pre-
sumably rcputnblo merchant have roa-

son for keeping bis whereabouts a se-

cret? Eugene Uregy called at the office

M
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and was told that Mr. Emcrick was In

South America. I called to mnko tho
samo Inquiry and was told ho was In

Europe. Probably neither of tbolr re-

plies was the truth."
"Still it will not bo hard to determine

on the most favorable chances," said Mr.

Wilcox. "Tbe man has no business In
Europe, and, as wo know, bo bos an of-

fice in lluonos Ayros. Tbo latter would
undoubtedly be tbe most likefy place to
find blm."

"Tbon what do you propose to do?"
said Percy.

is (or ns now to decide," re-

plied tbo old man.
"I will make a proposition," aaid

Percy, "that I go elono to lluonos Ayres
and Cnd out Just wboro this mania, who
ho is and what be Is doing. My further
notions must depend tc a large extent
on wbat I discover."

"Uood," said Mr. Wilcox, "and in tbe
moantime, I will keop a sharp lookout
to see if be returns to New York."

"Uut what excuse shall I bavo for
goln;:?" nskod Percy. "It will not do to
lot too many into tbe secret"

"You can Moon frame an excuse. I
have, n yo:i know, a large Interest In a
beef cxtrr.ct company down there and
thnt v ill furnish a plausible reason for
your.Toin:'."

Then it is sgreed upon?" queried
Percy.

"Yes, and you can go Just as soon as
you please."

"Ah n first step, I will go down-tow- n

in the n.o ning snd find out tbo best
end quickest means of reaching Uuenoe
Ayrc Steamors sail ao seldom (or
theso e'oulb American ports that It may
bo aomo woo its before I can st jt"

tv nren the next day Percy had
mado arrangements to sail on tbe Ama-so- n

leaving in (our days' time (or Rio
do Janeiro, whonoo he would have tore-emba- rk

(or tbe Elver Plata. That
aamo nlgbt Percy and Armlda were en-ga-

d to go to a ball at tbe Metropoli-
tan Opera-Uous- e.

They had not been drawn (ar into tho
maelstrom of New York society but
their 11 fo waa not without aomo Utile
pleasures o( the kind snd this was ono
of tbo exceptional occasions. Tbis
would probably bo Percy'a last oppor-

tunity of escorting Armida anywhere
during that season. Tho ball passed off
pleasantly, but several times during tho
evening Perey felt that tho attentions
which Armlda was receiving from a
crowd of admirers worried him consid-

erably and be began to wonder whether
it would bo aafo to leave her among
such a crowd of eligible men. During
his absence shs anight possibly meet
one wbo would capture ber free heart.
In that ease she would never know that

he bad loved her unless ho told her
now.

Many times during the evening Ar-

mlda found him sitting In a quiet place
apparently lost in thought and once she
accused him of being exceedingly dulL
Uut Percy had made up bis mind what
be would do, and on tho way home from
the ball ho began to put tost questions
to Armlda. The result of her replies
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was that as they each sat in tbe parlor
warming tbolr toes ovor a register pre-

vious to retiring, Percy declared his
passion. It was on! tho old story told
perhaps with slight varlution, but bo-ru- m

lm li: il finished Mr. Wilcox, who
had beard their voices, camo down to
bavo a parting word. It was past bis
usual tlmo for retiring, but lie bad
waited to ifo tlr! ploosuro-sooker- s re-

turn us bo knew they would not romain
very late and even now It was only a
litilo aftr ono o'elock. Ha camo down-stai- rs

ulmont noiselessly and as ho
ranched thedoorof tho parlor hn noticed
Percy bending very closely ovor Armlda
onsraged In o.rncst conversation. Tbo
old follow was un.fry with himself for
Interrupting so Interesting a s?ono, but
havin? enterel hscoull not nt on.:o

withdraw. "Ah." ho ibotijlit, "thin is
encour ging."

Armida soon retired and loft Mr.

Wlieox and Percy to have a talk b?foro
goinjr t bed. Percy did not tell Mr.

Wilcox what bar-poiio- nil 1 a desultory
conversion relative to Percy's de-

parture wts In luljed in anl t'ae.v sepa
rated for tbo nh'ht.

"Alas, tow easily things fro irrotiT
A wur.l left out or a ms'.i too l n :
TLc hi lj: t nvr.;y by l.ie rain
A:i J Wo U nevor fas i:im ojaln."

How near, that night, Percy was to
winning Armlda for bis wlfo will never
be known. That was bis Inst chance to
be alon3 with ber for many a long day

a chnnco spoiled qulto Inadvertently
by tbo last man who would have wished
to do such a thing.

Two days later bo was on his way to
Bjuth America.

CHAPTER XI.
When Percy arrived at Uuenos Ayres

ho did not rush with prccipituto hasto
to Umoriok & Co.' office; he took up
his quarters at a quiet English hots!
nnd tben wont systematically to work
to find out what be could about Mr.

Emcrick. There w s llttlo to bo
learned, however, for all ho could hear
was that Emcrick lived in quiet

in a h::nd-om- modern resi-

dence lying to tho north of tho town,
which had been previously occupied by
Mr. Uowo, his partner, anl family.
When not at business Emerlck was re-

ported to spend bis timo at this bouse,
wboro bo would sometimes entertain a
few friends, particularly somo Spanish
gcntlenion, who, strango to say, wero
not admitted to tho bottor socioty of
Uuenos Ayres. To theso guests of
Emorick's'tbn houses of tbo civil au-

thorities wcro not open, neither did
any of the numerous wealthy foreign
residonts invito them to t'.ictr te.bles.
Y'ct it was no uncommon thing for
them to spend tbo evening and greater
part of tbo night at Mr. Euierick's
bouse, and ono of tbo sonants bad onco
told a confidontlal friend outildo that
their amu.ement consisted almost en-

tirely of playing cards, drinking wine
and smoking. Yet Mr. Emerlck was
oxc3cdlngly strict in bis attendance to
business and was regularly scon at bis
desk in tbo office of Emorlck & Co.,

in a largo four-stor- y modorn business
block situated near to tho custom-

house Only very seldom did tho mer-

chant appear st tbo theater. Occasion-

ally bo could be seen at an Anglo-Uermu- n

concert ball, but not often, And

tbon he was usually alone and would
drink bis wine in a llttlo private box
and go quietly home.

That night after his arrival at Uuenos
Ayres, our friend Lovol casually mado
up bis mind to drop into tbo place for
sn hour. lie was quite alono and. sit-
ting at a side table partially bidden by
some trees, bo could without unduo
effort seo all that was going on yet not
attract particular attention to him-
self.

Ho had been aeatod thero aliout an
hour when, happening to look up, bis
eyes rested uponi tbo familiar form of
Mr. Emorlok standing up in ono of tbo
boxes. Ho was Just arranging bis chair
so that ho could sit behind tbo curtains
and not ba vislhlo to tbo audlonco but
Lovol noticed that ho was alone and bod
a slnglo bottle of wino before him.

Porcy failed to get a glimpse of blm
again during all tbat evening, but ho
waited patiently and, aftt r tho perform-
ance, bo st. 11 lingered hoping to seo tbo
morchant pass oufc lie had to wait
ecmo tlmo and In parts of tbe ball many
of tbo lights wero being extinguished
before Mr. Emcrick arose to leave.
When be did he moved about as though
afraid of being seen. It was hardly tbe
plaoe wbnro one would expect to soo a
person of his position and that was prob-
ably bis reason for bis cautious move-
ments. Percy followod bis man rather
closely as he went towards tbo stage
door where he met a lady Just coming
out, -- Togother they walked across tbe
Plasa and found a conveyance which was
evldontly waiting (or them, (or, without
a word to the driver, they took their
seats and were driven away.

"The more 1 see of this man "the more
of a mystery does bo beeomo to me; but
I would Uke to get a rood look at blm
face to face onee," soliloquised Lovel

The opportunity was not long de-
layed, (or a (ew days later Percy was
scaled on one of tho marble seats ia tho
abade of the Paradise trees on tho Plasa
Victoria when wbo should approach
but Mr. Emoriok. Percy was reading a
portion of a London paper which bad
arrived on the last mad, and was handed
to blm byaa English army officer at
the hotel. He hardly k sew bow to ac-

cost Emerlck, but resorted to very sim-

ple tactics by asking blm la tbe free
and easy manner which ho had acquired
in America, if be would permit him to
Uke a light from bis cigar. . Mc Emer-

lck at onoe drew out a gold match box
and supplied the wank

"Yon are a stranger here?" ho said to
Percy.

"I am, indeed. I arrived here only a
few days slnoo," replied Percy, at tho
same time feeling devoutly thankful
that Mr. Emeriok had not recognised
hint. It waa ao dark on the plassa at
Long Ilranob, tbe only place where Mr.
Emerlck had met Percy, that it waa a
safe risk to take, and it bad apparently
passed aafely.

"Have you any acquaintances in Duo-n- o

Ayres?" was Mr. Emorick's first
quostlon.

"None, whatever," answered Porcy;
"I am here to see tbe country, and do
not Intend to romain long."

"Whore are you staying, may I ask?"
"At the Hotel Victoria," was the re-

ply.
"Thon you are an Englishman, 1 pre-

sume?"
"Yos," answered Pony without allud-

ing to bis long rcsldonco in America.
"if you ever find tbo tlmo banging

heavily on your hands whllo hore," said
Mr. Emcrick, "drop in at my office and
see ma" Saying which he draw out a
card and handed it to Percy. "May I
inquire your name?" he asked as he
handod tho card.

"Ilyron Iluntly," responded Percy.
"I am sorry I have no oard."

Tbis was the assumod nsme under
which Percy bad reglstored at tbe hotel
and tho one by which he was traveling.

A fow days later be called at Mr.

Emerick's office and look lunch with
that gentloman. He also accepted an
Invitation to meet a fow gontlemon at
Mr. Emerick's houso that evening.

Nothing could havo sultod Porcy bet-

tor than this. He wont and stayed late.
Poker was tho order of tho hour, and
Porcy loft a winner to such an extent
that ho folt in honor bound to accept
tho invitation pressed upon him to air
tend again a woek later and glvo the
losers an opportunity to recoup thoir
losses.

An intelligent Spaniard of about Mr.

Emerick's own ago accompanied Porcy
of tho way homo and grew very

confidential.
"Mr. Iluntly," bo said, "let mo cau-

tion you to bo very car.-fu- l when yon go
to Mr. Emerick's next week, 'ihero
wero ono or twogenilomcn in that party

who are a lepts at handling tbo
cards and I havo Just rouso for belnj
suspicious even of Mr. Emerlck him-
self. It Is n.t perhaps tho essenco of
honor to speak ill of one's host behind
his back. You uro a stranger nnd may
bavo plenty of money which you can
afford to loso, but ny suspicions that
tho piny nt Mr. Emerick's house was
not always fair, wore confirmed
and I glv3 you waning. Un careful."
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Theso words set P eruy thinking, but
the? of cjurso did not deter blm from
going to Mr. Emerick's on that night
week.

During tho time which intervened ho
took a trip up tho Ctodo la I'lr.ta to ono
of tbo river ports, and retm ned on tho
morning of bis nppoluiment for the card
party.

hen evening camo Mr. Emcrick
railed for him at tho hotel and togother
tutor went out to tho merchant's houso,
Percy w..s left to himself for about half
an bour before dlancr, and bo oecupiod
most of tbo timo with bis thoughts, llo
could not by r.n mo:::is muko up bis mind
that this man Emcrick wai t'uo man be
was searching for. yet bo could not glvo
up tbo ldi a that Emerlck was in biding
(or Eorao purpo io of bis own. Tboro was
a slight resemblance to Vel sqnez, r.sbe
remembered that rase U but no long n
tlmo had elapsed slnc i ho used to watch
tho high .play at the gan.lng house in
San Fnn'jisco that it would bo danger-
ous to cecti e this man o( being Mario
Dolaro's taurloror find then discover
tbat ho was altogothor mistaken. Be-

sides, in regard to finding out whether
bo wns tbo woman Uregy's buaband or
not, ho possessed no clew of any kind
on which to work

Tbo otrly part of tho evening passed
pleasantly enough. Porcy continued to
win and so did the gentloman who hud
given bliu the wnrnlng on tbo last occa-

sion of their playing. Uut after mid-

night tbo turn cnm-i- . I nan Incredibly
short space of time tho Spaniard's piln
was reduci'd to almost nothing, and
Porcy also played a losing game. All of
a audden ho detected tbo unpleasant
fact that they wore being choated.
When bo mado this dl overy bo did not
hosltato a moment, but throw down his
cards and refused to play Tbo Span-lard- s

and Mr. Emorlck stared at him in
am: zctnont and a ikod tbo reason. Lean-

ing back in bis ohalr and quietly light-
ing a cigar, bo aald. as bo puffed away
without tho Blighiest regard to conso-quenco- s:

"Uecauso this game is crook-

ed."
Every man excopt tbo Spaniard wbo

bad warned I'orcy Jumped to bis foek
"Sir," they said in nn.son. "what do
you mean by this Insult?" "Precisely
wbstl said," tbe cool and undaunted
Englishman replied.

"Such insulti may paa unnoticed in
England." aaid Mr. Emorlck, with as-

sumed haughtiness, "but bero things
are different Tbe Insult which you
havo offered us can only bo wiped out
In one way." -

"On tho modern French plan or in tho
stern reality r esked Percy, who could
not resist tbo temptation to hurl a sneer
at tbo man for whom ho bad conceived
boob a strong dislike.

"We have but one plan here," spoke
np a talL mustaobod Spaniard, "and
tbat is to fight to the death."

"Undoubtedly a very good one, too,
bot do yon propose that 1 should fight
each of you singly. wUl you all pounce
apoa me at onoe, or do 1 take my choloo
o( opponent?" was Percy'a reply, mado
as easily aa though be was engineering
his way on aa unfamiliar streek Tho
Spaniards at onoe commenoed speaking
rapidly to each other, .at tho aamo time
easting angry glances at Percy, but ho
never flinched.

During this . conversation Percy's
thoughts chased each other through bis
mind with lightning swiftness. If bo

fougnt, bis opponent must bo this msn
Emorlok. And wbst if Emerlck should
prove the bettor msn? In that case it
might nover bo loarned who be really
was. He folt that be bad made a mis-

take in offending these hot-bead-

Spaniards. Truo, there was ono who
would probably rendor him assistance,
but even he could not bo relied upon.
Percy bad no (alth at all in mon o( their
nationality.

In a (ow momenta thoy ceased their
confab, snd Mr. Emerlck, acting as
spokesman, sstd:

"Wo bsve decided thst yon must
either name one of us gentlemen to
fight with weapons wblcb you shall be
allowed to choose or prepare to bo
treated as a coward and a liar."

"It Is hardly possible tbat I shsll
choose tbo latter," answered Porcy. "It
is not exactly natural to an English-
man to back out when tbore is any fight-

ing in prospect, so I accept your propo-

sition. This gentloman on my right
will perhaps act as my second."

The msn alluded to was the one he
had walked homo with a week before,
and bo agreed to act for Porcy. Tben
Lovol pondered for a moment before he
proceeded to name bis opponenk Each
of tbo Spaniards stood eying blm as
much as to say: "Ob, please Uke me; 1

would like to spill a little of your cold
English blood on tho fertile plains of
this Republic; only glvo metboobanoo."
The coolest of tbo lot was Mr. Emorlck,
wbo seemed as unconcerned and Indif-

ferent as Lovol himself. Uut Percy was
not considering whom bo should fight;
on that point bis mind was fully mado
up. Ho bad other thoughts in bis mind,
llo soomod, as it wero. in a trap. He
knew full woll that if bo turthor incur-

red tho anger of theso men bo might
nevor leave tho placo alive, and bis body
might float out on tho next tido to tbo
ocean. It was a bold break he was
about to make, but it moant a great
deal If bo was to bo killed, bo wanted
to know who killed him. If bo killed,
ho proposed to know whom be bad
killed. He stood erect, his enemies be-

ing on ono sido tho table and blxnsolf on
the other.

Looking Mr. Eraotlck straight In tbo
eyes ho riveted that gentleman's gaze
in such a manner that tjicro was no es-- I

capo. Tbon In a clear, calm volco bo
uttered tho words: "Leon VtUitquft, I
will fight you."

Uut If Mr. Emcrick was indeed
Percy's words took no apparent

effect, for not a musclo of the mer-

chant's faco moved as ho replied:
"There is no ono of that name in tbe
room; to whom do you rofor?"

"To you," answorod Percy; "but I

will fight you under any namo you
wish."

"I fall to understand why you should
address mo by any namo other than my
own, but our seconds will mako arrange-
ments, end I am prepared at any time
to meet you." was tho reply.

Tho tall Spaniard and tho gontloman
whom Percy bad named as his second
thon bold a cousultatlon and soon de-

cided that tbo meeting should take
I laeo at daylight In a secluded spot to
tbo northwest of tbo town.

Porcy cboso to 0?ht with raptors, ss
be was tolerably skillful in tbo uso of
those weapons and folt moro certain of
getting fair play. All arrongomonts
being completed, Percy and bis socond
at onco rado their departurn. Thero
was still tlmo for a fow hours' sleep, and
Perey decided to tako advantagu of ik

Uut no sooner had Porcy and his
filnnd departed than tho tall Spaniard
and Mr. Emerlck wero ngnln in

"Th&t Engllsbmnn must
novcr leave this country alive," ho said,
"and 1 can not and will not ru i tho rljk
of llhti:ig Mm. He is probably a
trilled swordwtan or would not cbooso
uuch weapon t, ond s'.nco th,;ro must bo
no mist .ko about his being utnposca or,

other nioe.ns mutt bo rosorteJ to"
"That will bo e:isy enough," ropUod

his seeoad In Spanish. "You go to b d
and got a fow hours' rost and I will av
t nd to tbo resk"

"O this and you shall bo woll paid,"
said Mr. Emerlck. Tbo Spaniard

entertained no very high estl-ma- to

of Emerick's promises and
thought it would bo bettor to bavo
something on accounk So bo demanded
a payment In advance, and upon his do-sir-es

being satisfied he loft tho houso
snd mndo bis way into tho town as fast
as possible to find suitable men to
carry out his plana As daylight dawned
Percy and bis second arrived on tho
spot wblcb bad boon agroed upon. They
wore first on tbo scene, but bad not long
to wait, as Mr. Emcrick and bia socond
arrived soon after them.

It took but a short time to prepare
(or tbo flgbk and when ready the seo-on-

wcro standing a short distanco
from tbe mon wbo, devoid of coat and
vesk stood facing each other. The word
was given, and thoy m ensured swords.
Tbon ss they crossed, Porcy hesrd a
rush behind blm, and In another In-

stant a cloak was thrown over blm and
bo was forced violently to tbo ground.
His struggles wero In vain, and a mo-

ment later bo folt bis foot being tied by
rough bands so tightly tbat be suffered
Inten e pjln. Tbo next thing be knew
bo was being carried somewhere,
though in which diroctloa ho had not
th faintest idea.

Onou he beard bis second's voice ex-

postulating, but only for a second. He
writhed and struggled, paying no atten-
tion to tbe Injunction of bia captors,
givon in Spanish, tolling blm to keep
quick Finally, tired of handling such
a troublosomo load, one of tbem struck
him a hoavy blow on tbo head wblcb
stunned and effectually quieted him.

'SIP
OKK OP THEM STBUCm DIM A BEATT BLOW

Oil TBE BEAD.

Do remembered no more antll somo
hours after, when ho came to bis senaea
with a terrible pain in bis bead, and
realised tbat ho was being conveyed in
soma vehicle without springs over a
very rough road. Wbat bis thoughts
aad feelings were can better be lmay
ined than described, but his ehkgrtn at
not being permitted to pass bis sword
tb roach his enemy's body surmounted
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all otbi r toolings. tVbltbor bo tfas D-

oing carried bo could form no sort of
calculation. Ono lliliij ho was thank-
ful for, and that was lif j; for so lon-- f as
that was loft ho chorished too hopo tliut
ho might Qnd deliverance, llo was too
much exbutistcd to remain conscious
lonj and eoo.i sanlc again Into a coma-
tose, state.

Moanwhllc, Mr. Emorlck returned to
bis bouso, settled with tho Spanish ras-

cal who bad engineered tbo outr. (re on
Lovol and eppuumj at tbo usual time at
bis oGluo as If nothing out of tbe ordi-

nary courso liuJ happened within tbe
past fow hour i. llo was llttlo afraid
that any disclosure would bo mado, for
bo know full woll tbat tho Spaniard
wbo had act?d as Percy's second would
novor daro to say a word of what bad
hupponod, lost tho oth r mombors of
tbo fang should Injuro blm. Of tbe
others, bo bod no cau to to bj afraid.

In tbo afternoon of tho same day Mr.

Emorlck received a cablo oiessago from
Now York stating that bis partner bad
died that morning Uore was a dilemma
for tbo morchant How should bo act?
If bo returned to Now York bo ran a
risk of again mooting tbat woman sell-

ing newspapors; or bo might meet
other equally, to blm. disagreeable
people.

Still bia business was wortb saving or
selling (for, whatever the socrot his-

tory of tbis man Emerlck, and what-

ever tbe reasons bs bad for playing
hide-and-se- wltb bis tellowman, be
was undoubtedly a elever man of busi-

ness) and be bad run greater risks than
be imagined be Inonrred by
New York, bo after weighing all tbe
proa and cons, be decided to sail for tbe
Empire City by the nest steamer.
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